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LECTOR MINISTRY

Before Your Assignment:

• Check the quarterly schedule as soon as it’s available; if you need a substitute, reach out to find one with as much advance notice as possible.

• Read and practice your reading and your lector counterpart’s reading just in case your counterpart does not show.  Practice proclaiming both readings out loud before arriving for Mass.  
• Meditate and pray over the reading – Know and understand the reading so that you can       

• Lector A should contact lector B at minimum a few days before your assignment to confirm that both lectors will be present.

• Please dress appropriately.

• Come early (at least 15-20 minutes) to sign in, make necessary preparations.

When You Arrive:

• Check the Deacon schedule to confirm which Deacon is present. (NOTE: When the Book of Gospels is used, it is carried by the Deacon, or in his absence, by the lector).

• Sign in at the Sacristy and check to see if other lector has signed in and put on your crucifix necklace.

• Lector “A”: confirm that Lectionary is open to the correct reading prior to the start of Mass.

• If lector counterpart is a no-show, please enter the person’s name at the bottom of the sign-in sheet.

• Whenever possible, take a seat in the front row just to the left of the ambo. 

Proclaiming the Word:

• Once the altar servers are seated and everyone is settled, walk to (and from) the ambo in neither a rushed nor artificially slow manner, but in a relaxed pace that does not call undue attention to you. Hands can simply remain at your sides and do not have to be folded.
• When approaching or departing from the altar, there is no need to bow.
• As you approach the ambo, please adjust the mic.  During this time, the congregation will become attentive.  Once you begin to proclaim, then make eye contact with the congregation.

• After stating, “A reading from...,” briefly pause and then begin to proclaim.

• Don’t simply “read”: Proclaim the Word with reverence, faith, and enthusiasm – Remember, you are to help bring the Word alive to the hearers.
• Remember to use eye contact.

• Remain at the ambo for a brief period (count to 3) of silence after the proclamation of the reading and before stating, “The Word of the Lord.”

• Do not move the ribbon marker.  Turn the page if necessary but leave ribbon marker in place. 

• Lector “B” must place Lectionary on the ambo shelf after the second reading.

• After Mass make sure the Lectionary is in place on the top of the ambo for the following Mass

• Lector A and/or B:  After the 5pm and 12:15pm Masses, return Book of Gospels to the Sacristy (to the right of the sign-in sheet) and cover with the cloth provided.  For all other Masses, please return the Book of Gospels to the little table in the Gathering Space near the Sacristy. 

• Return crucifix necklace to the Sacristy.

Misc:
• Although rare, if that week’s first reading (or second reading) happens to have two versions listed in the Lector workbook, please practice proclaiming both readings and ask the Presider prior to Mass which version he would prefer you to proclaim.     

• For special assignment requests, please make Don aware at least 6 weeks prior to the beginning of the following quarter.  

